
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PE,NNSYLVANIA

UNITED STATES OF AME,RICA CRIMINAI, NO. 26-

DATE FILED: January 11,2026

VIOLATIONS:
I8 U.S.C. I 224 (bribery in sporting
contests - I count)
l8 U.S.C. $ 1349 (conspiracy to commit
wirefraud-lcount)
l8 U.S.C. $ 1343 (wire fraud - 3 counts)
l8 U.S.C. $ 2 (aiding and abetting)
Notices of forfeiturc

JALEN SMITH
alUa"Ji'

MARVES FAIRLEY
alkla "Yez,"
a/Wa "Yezino,"
a/k/a "Vezino Locks,"

SHANE HENNEN
a/k/a "Sugar Shane,"

RODERICK WINKLER
a/k/a "Big Rod,"

ALBERTO LAUREANO
a/k/a "Ferg,"

ARLANDO ARNOLD
alkJa "lllo,"

SIMEON COTTLE
KEVIN CROSS
BRADLEY EZEWIRO
SHAWN FULCHER
CARLOS HART
MARKEESE HASTINGS
CEDQUAVIOUS HUNTER

a/}Ja "Dae Dae,"
OUMAR KOUREISSI
DA'SEAN NELSON
DEMOND ROBINSON
CAMIAN SHELL
DYQUAVION SHORT

alUa "Jah,"
AIR]ON SIMMONS
JALEN TERRY
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INDICTMENT

COUNT ONE
(Bribery in Sporting Contests)

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES THAT:

INTRODUCTION

At all times relevant to this indictment:

l. The integrity ofsporting contests rests on the fundamental principles of

fairness, honesty, and respect for the rules of competition. To ensure fair outcomes, these

contests depend upon genuine competition, free from comrption, manipulation, and bribery. In

1964, Congress enacted the Sports Bribery Act, codified at Title 18, United States Code, Section

224, to prohibit bribery in sporting contests, recognizing that corrupt influences undermine these

principles and erode public confidence in the legitimacy of sport. This statute helps ensure that

the organizing institutions, goveming bodies, players, coaches, bettors, and fans can trust that

every sporting contest is decided on merit, not by corruption.

2. The National Collegiate Athletic Association ("NCAA") was a non-profit

organization that governed college sports and sporting contests in the United States. Collectively,

there were more than 350 NCAA Division I universities and colleges that fielded more than

6,000 sports teams and provided opportunities for more than 170,000 players to compete in

NCAA sports each year. The NCAA set and enforced rules promoting integrity, sponsmanship,

and fair competition. Those rules included specific prohibitions on players, coaches, and other

individuals associated with an NCAA sports team from participating in any sports wagering

activity, including providing information to individuals involved in or associated with any type

ofsports wagering activities conceming intercollegiate, amateur, or professional athletics

competition.
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3. Under NCAA rules, players could eam money for the use oftheir name,

image, and likeness ("NIL") through activities such as endorsements, sponsorships, and

appearances. Division I players were also permitted to enter the "transfer portal" each year and

transfer schools without penalty, and players frequently moved between schools in the hopes of

obtaining more money through NIL activities or collectives and more opportunities on another

team.

4. The Chinese Basketball Association C'CBA') was the goveming body for

professional basketball in China and the name ofthe country's top professional basketball

league. The CBA comprised more than 300 players in its top men's league and about 20 teams.

which represented cities and corporations throughout China.

5. Gambling outlets such as casinos, online wagering businesses, offshore

betting houses, and illegal bookmakers, or "bookies," accepted wagers on sporting contests.

including basketball games. These gambling outlets, often known as sportsbooks, used a "point

spread" for sporting contests such as basketball games, so that bettors could place wagers based

on the relative performance ofa team rather than simply betting on which team would win. The

point spread was the predicted scoring difference between the two opponents in a sporting

contest. The point spread defined which team was the favorite and which team was the

"underdog," that is, the predicted losing team. For a bettor to win a wager placed on the favorite

team, the favorite team had to win by more than the point spread number. For a bettor to win a

wager placed on the "underdog" team, the "underdog" team had to either win the contest, or lose

by less than the point spread number. For example, ifTeam A was the "underdog" team by three

points, then a bettor who bet on Team A would have won the wager ifTeam A either won the

game, or ifTeam A lost the game by one or two points. Sportsbooks provided point spreads for
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the outcome ofthe entire game or a portion ofthe game, such as the first halfor second half,

allowing bettors to place multiple bets on a single game. In sports betting, to "cover" a point

spread meant a team performed in a way that satisfied the conditions ofthe point spread set by

the sportsbooks.

6. Among the options for those wagering on sporting events with

sportsbooks, individuals could also bet on games without regard to the point spread, by simply

betting on a particular team to win a game. Those bets were called "moneyline" bets. Individuals

could also make "parlay" bets, which were bets comprising two or more individual bets. To

succeed on a parlay bet the bettor had to win all the bets made in the parlay. Parlay bets paid out

at a higher rate than bets on individual games because they were more difficult to win.

7. A, basketball game, or portion ofa game, could be manipulated, or "fixed,"

by, among other means, a single player or multiple players on one team agreeing to influence the

game's outcome, generally by underperforming on offense or defense, or otherwise trying to

limit the number of points scored by their team. This allowed individuals gambling on the score

of the game, who were working with the players "fixing" the game, to profit by placing a wager

on the game with a higher degree ofcertainty as to the game's outcome. Such a scheme,

customarily called "point shaving," involved an effort by a player or players to underperform in a

game, or by some other means, to ensure that their team scored only a certain number ofpoints

during a game or during a portion ofa game. The players involved in fixing a game altered their

performance, or supported their teammates altering their performances, based on the point spread

on that game so that their team would not "cover" the spread and their opponent would "cover"

the spread.
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8. Defendant JALEN SMITH was a resident of North Carolina who was

active in the training and development of local basketball players for professional scouting

combines.

9. Defendant MARVES FAIRLEY was a resident of Mississippi, and

defendant SHANE HENNEN was a resident ofPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania, and Nevada. Both

defendants were high-stakes sports gamblers, social media influencers, and sports handicappers

who sold betting advice to others.

10. Antonio Blakeney, charged elsewhere, was a resident of Florida and a

former McDonald's All-American and NCAA Division I men's basketball player who also

played professional basketball in the National Basketball Association ("NBA), CBA, and other

professional leagues overseas. Blakeney was a player on the Jiangsu Dragons ofthe CBA during

the 2022-2023 CBA season.

I l. Defendant RODERICK WINKLER was a resident of Arkansas and a

former coach and trainer for high school and Amateur Athletic Union C'AAU) basketball teams

and players.

12. Defendant ALBERTO LAUREANO was a resident ofNew York and a

former NCAA men's basketball player.

13. The additional defendants, ARLANDO ARNOLD, SIMEON COTTLE,

KEVIN CROSS, BRADLEY EZEWIRO, SHAWN FULCHER, CARLOS HART, MARKEESE

HASTINGS, CEDQUAVIOUS HUNTER, OUMAR KOUREISSI, DA'SEAN NELSON,

DEMOND ROBINSON, CAMIAN SHELL, DYQUAVION SHORT, AIRION SIMMONS, ANd

JALEN TERRY, as well as Isaiah Adams, Micawber Etienne, Elijah Gray, Corey Hines, and

Diante Smith, all charged elsewhere, were NCAA Division I men's basketball players who
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played on various teams during the 2023-2024 and/or 2024-2025 NCAA seasons, as described

below.

THE SCHEME

14. From at least in or about September 2022, through at least in or about

February 2025, in the Eastern District ofPennsylvania, and elsewhere, defendants

JALEN SMITH,
alWa "J,"

MARVES FAIRLEY,
a/Wa "Yez,"

alk/z "Yezino."
a/k/a "Vezino Locks."

SHANE HENNEN.
a/k/a "Sugar Shane,"

RODERICK WINKLER,
a/li/a "Big Rod,"

ALBERTO LAUREANO,
a/k/a "Ferg,"

ARLANDO ARNOLD,
a/Wa"Mo,"

SIMEON COTTLE,
KEVIN CROSS,

BRADLEY EZEWIRO.
SHAWN FULCHER,

CARLOS HART,
MARKEf,SE HASTINGS.

CEDQUAVIOUS HUNTER,
a/k/a "Dae Dae,"

OUMAR KOUREISSI,
DA'SEAN NELSON,

DEMOND ROBINSON,
CAMIAN SHELL,

DYQUAVION SHORT,
alkJa "Jah,"

AIRION SIMMONS, and
JALEN TERRY

along with Isaiah Adams, Micawber Etienne, Elijah Gray, Corey Hines, and Diante Smith, and

others known and unknown to the grand jury, carried into effect, attempted to carry into effect,

conspired with each other and others known and unknown to the grand jury to carry into effect,
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and aided and abetted the carrying into effect, the attempt to carry into effect, and the conspiracy

to carry into effect, a scheme in commerce to influence by bribery sporting contests, that is,

Chinese Basketball Association C'CBA) men's basketball games and National Collegiate

Athletic Association ('NCAA") men's basketball games, with the defendants engaging in

different aspects ofthis scheme, with knowledge that the purpose of this scheme was to influence

in some way those contests by bribery.

MAIINER AND MEANS

It was part ofthe scheme that:

15. Beginning in or about September 2022, a group of individuals ("the

fixers") worked together to recruit and bribe players to help influence or "fix" Chinese

Basketball Association ('CBA) men's basketball games through "point shaving" during the

2022-2023 CBA season. The fixers bribed CBA players to underperform and help ensure their

team failed to cover the spread in certain games and then, through various sportsbooks, arranged

for large wagers to be placed on those games against that team.

16. During the 2022-2023 CBA season, the fixers, including defendants

MARVES FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN, recruited Antonio Blakeney, who was a player on

the Jiangsu Dragons ("Jiangsu") of the CBA, for their point-shaving scheme. Blakeney was one

of the leading scorers in the CBA. Defendants FAIRLEY and HENNEN offered bribe payments

to Blakeney in exchange for Blakeney underperforming in and influencing the outcome ofCBA

games involving Jiangsu. Blakeney agreed to participate in the scheme and then recruited other

players from Jiangsu to join the scheme, working together with the fixers to influence the

outcome ofJiangsu games. The point-shaving scheme corrupted the integrity ofCBA sporting

contests and of the sportsbooks accepting wagers on those contests and caused sportsbooks and
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individual sports bettors to suffer financial losses. Examples of CBA men's basketball games

fixed by the defendants are described below.

17. On or about March 6,2023, the Guangdong Southem Tigers

("Guangdong") played against the Jiangsu Dragons in a CBA men's basketball game in China.

Guangdong was favored to win the game by approximately I 1.5 points at sportsbooks

throughout the United States and elsewhere. Before this game, the fixers, including defendants

MARVES FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN, and others working at their direction, placed large

wagers with numerous sportsbooks, including at least $198,300 in wagers with BetRivers

Sportsbook at Rivers Casino in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Guangdong to cover the full-

game spread. Defendants FAIRLEY and HENNEN engaged in numerous text message

communications directing wagers on this game.

18. On or about March 6, 2023, in the CBA men's basketball game between

Guangdong and Jiangsu, Antonio Blakeney underperformed in and influenced the game as he

and the fixers had agreed. Blakeney, who averaged over 32 points per game in the 2022-2023

season, scoredjust I I points in the game. Guangdong defeated Jiangsu 127 to 96, covering the

spread, and the fixers won most oftheir bets.

19. On or about March I5, 2023, the Zhejiang Golden Bulls ("Zhejiang")

played against the Jiangsu Dragons in a CBA men's basketball game in China. Zhejiang was

favored to win the game by at approximately l5 points at sportsbooks throughout the United

States and elsewhere. Before the game, Antonio Blakeney advised defendants MARVES

FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN that Blakeney would not be playing and that another Jiangsu

player, who would be playing in the game, would accept a bribe payment to help ensure Zhejiang

covered the spread. Defendants FAIRLEY and HENNEN, and others working at their direction,
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placed at least approximately $100,000 in wagers with numerous sportsbooks, including a

$50,000 wager with BetRivers Sportsbook at Rivers Casino in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on

Zhejiang to cover the spread. Defendants FAIRLEY and HENNEN, and Blakeney, engaged in

numerous text message communications discussing and coordinating the wagers on this game.

20. On or about March 15, 2023, inthe CBA men's basketball game between

Zhejiang and Jiangsu, Zhejiang defeated Jiangsu l2l to 80, covering the spread, and the fixers

won their bets. After the game, in a text message communication, defendant MARVES

FAIRLEY acknowledged the benefit ofhaving another Jiangsu player in the scheme to ensure

their bets won, telling Antonio Blakeney, "Better safe than sorry." ln other text message

communications, defendants FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN discussed their winning bets on

the fixed game and agreed to give "20k [S20,000] to [the] player" from Jiangsu who agreed to

assist in the scheme and to split the rest oftheir winnings among defendants FAIRLEY and

HENNEN, and Blakeney.

21. Defendant SHANE HENNEN also communicated with other co-schemers

about the fixed CBA games involving Antonio Blakeney, directing them to place large wagers

against the Jiangsu Dragons, including on the fixed CBA games between Guangdong and

Jiangsu on or about March 6,2023, and between Zhejiang and Jiangsu on or about March 15,

2023. Some ofthese wagers were placed at Rivers Casino in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A few

weeks later, on or about April 9,2023, in a text communication with one ofthese co-schemers,

defendant HENNEN reassured the co-schemer: "Nothing gu[a]rantee[d] in this world but

death[,] taxes[,] and Chinese basketball."

22. In or about April 2023, atthe conclusion of the 2022-2023 CBA regular

season, defendant MARVES FAIRLEY placed a package into Antonio Blakeney's storage unit

9
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in FIorida, which contained nearly $200,000 in cash, representing bribe payments and proceeds

from the fixed CBA games during the season.

23. After profiting on the fixed CBA games, the fixers, including defendants

MARVES FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN, and Antonio Blakeney, turned their attention to

fixing NCAA men's basketball games. In doing so, defendants FAIRLEY and HENN EN, and

Blakeney, enlisted additional participants to help them operate this aspect ofthe scheme and to

recruit NCAA players who would accept bribes to influence games. Those additional participants

included defendants JALEN SMITH, RODERICK WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO.

24. During the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 NCAA men's basketball seasons,

the fixers, including defendants JALEN SMITH, MARVES FAIRLEY, SHANE HENNEN,

RODERICK WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and Antonio Blakeney, agreed to

recruit NCAA players who would accept bribe payments in exchange for helping to influence

outcomes ofNCAA basketball games. In particular, the fixers agreed to recruit players who

would help ensure that their team failed to cover the spread ofthe first halfofa game or an entire

game. The fixers would then place wagers on those games through sportsbooks, betting against

the team whose player or players they had bribed to engage in this point-shaving scheme.

Because ofthe proliferation of legalized sports betting, the fixers could use numerous

sportsbooks to place their bets on these games and conceal the scheme from authorities.

25. DCfCNdANtS JALEN SMITH, MARVES FAIRLEY, RODERICK

WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and Antonio Blakeney, then approached and

communicated with NCAA basketball players, in person and through social media, text message

communications, and cellular telephone calls. In these communications, the fixers offered the

players bribe payments, usually ranging from $10,000 to $30,000 per game, to participate in the
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scheme. The fixers also attempted to recruit multiple players from a team to join the point-

shaving scheme and further ensure its success. Many ofthese players accepted the offers and

agreed to help fix specific games so that the fixers would win their wagers. The fixers targeted

for their scheme NCAA basketball players for whom the bribe payments would meaningfully

supplement or exceed legitimate NIL opportunities. The fixers also generally targeted for their

scheme players on teams that were underdogs in games and sought to have them fail to cover the

spreads in those games.

26. Defendants JALEN SMITH, MARVES FAIRLEY, RODERICK

WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and Antonio Blakeney, had credibility with many of

the players and could approach them to engage in this scheme because oftheir prominence,

experience, and reputation in local and national basketball communities.

27. As the fixers had agreed, defendants JALEN SMITH, MARVES

FAIRLEY, RODEzuCK WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and Antonio Blakeney, then

communicated with the NCAA basketball players who had agreed to participate in the point-

shaving scheme and directed them to underperform or otherwise help influence the outcome of

particular games or a specific portion (generally the first half) of particular games.

28. Defendants JALEN SMITH, MARVES FAIRLEY, SHANE HENNEN,

RODERICK WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and Antonio Blakeney, as well as other

co-schemers, then placed bets with numerous sportsbooks on NCAA men's basketball games

involving the bribed NCAA players. They placed these bets in a manner that was consistent with

the way in which they had arranged to fix the outcome of a game, or a portion of a game, to

maximize their chances of winning their wagers. To conceal their scheme from authorities and
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increase their ability to make bets, the fixers also used "straw" or "proxy" bettors to place bets on

the fixed games for them with funds provided by the fixers.

29. At the direction ofthe defendant fixers, the bribed NCAA players then

influenced, attempted to influence, and conspired to influence their games through intentionally

poor performances, removing themselves from games, supporting their teammates who were also

involved in the scheme, and through other means.

30. At times, while defendant SHANE HENNEN was in the Eastem District

ofPennsylvania, defendant HENNEN communicated and strategized about the scheme with the

other fixers, and defendant HENNEN placed bets on the fixed games with sportsbooks, both

online and in casinos. At least one ofthose fixed games occurred in the Eastem District of

Pennsylvania. In addition, individual sports bettors who were unaware ofthe scheme placed bets

on the fixed games, often on the other side olthe fixers' bets, in the Eastern District of

Pennsylvania, resulting in losses to the individual bettors.

3l . When the fixers were successful with their wagers on fixed games,

defendant JALEN SMITH and other co-schemers traveled to NCAA school campuses and other

locations and made cash bribe payments to the players who had agreed to participate in the point-

shaving scheme. On at least one occasion, defendant SMITH traveled to the Eastem District of

Pennsylvania through the Philadelphia lnternational Airport to pay one ofthe bribed players.

32. In total, the fixers, including defendants JALEN SMITH, MARVES

FAIRLEY, SHANE HENNEN, RODERICK WINKLER, and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and

Antonio Blakeney, engaged in a point-shaving scheme involving more than 39 players on more

than I 7 different NCAA Division I men's basketball teams who then fixed and attempted to fix

more than 29 NCAA Division I men's basketball games. To capitalize on this scheme, the fixers
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made wagers totaling millions ofdollars, generating substantial proceeds for the fixers and the

players who collectively received hundreds ofthousands ofdollars in bribe payments for fixing

their teams' basketball games. The point-shaving scheme corrupted the integrity of NCAA

college sporting contests and the sportsbooks accepting wagers on those contests and caused

sportsbooks and individual sports bettors to suffer financial losses. Examples ofNCAA men's

basketball games fixed by the defendants are described below.

OUMAR KOUREISSI and Diante Smith - Nicholls State Universitv

33. In or about mid-February 2024, the fixers, including defendants JALEN

SMITH and ALBERTO LAUREANO, and Antonio Blakeney, recruited for their point-shaving

scheme defendant OUMAR KOUREISSI and Diante Smith, charged elsewhere, both forwards

on the Nicholls State University Colonels Men's Basketball Team ('Nicholls State"). The fixers

initially approached defendant KOUREISSI for this scheme and enlisted him to help recruit

Diante Smith. Defendant KOUREISSI then recruited Diante Smith, and together, they worked

with the fixers to influence Nicholls State men's basketball games.

34. In or about February 2024, in FaceTime communications involving

defendants JALEN SMITH, ALBERTO LAUREANO, and OUMAR KOUREISSI, as well as

Antonio Blakeney and Diante Smith, the fixers offered bribe payments to defendant

KOUREISSI and Diante Smith to fix, through point shaving, the outcome of an upcoming

basketball game between Nicholls State and the McNeese State University Cowboys Men's

Basketball Team ("McNeese State"). Defendants SMITH and LAUREANO, and Blakeney,

explained to defendant KOUREISSI and Diante Smith that they needed to ensure that Nicholls

State did not cover the spread in the game, and that if the scheme succeeded, they would each be
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paid approximately $20,000. Defendant KOUREISSI and Diante Smith agreed to participate in

the scheme.

35. On or about February I 7, 2024, Nicholls State played against McNeese

State in an NCAA men's basketball game at the David R. Stopher Gymnasium in Thibodaux,

Louisiana. McNeese State was favored to win the game by approximately l2 points at

sportsbooks throughout the United States and elsewhere. Before this game, the fixers, including

defendants MARVES FAIRLEY, SHANE HENNEN, and RODERICK WINKLER, and others

acting at their direction, placed wagers with numerous sportsbooks totaling at least

approximately $100,000 on McNeese State. Most of the wagers were on McNeese State to cover

the full-game spread. Defendants FAIRLEY, HENNEN, and WINKLER, and Antonio Blakeney,

engaged in numerous text message and telephonic communications discussing and coordinating

the wagers on this game. For example, on the day ofthe game, defendant FAIRLEY texted

Blakeney and a straw bettor, "Mcnease st." Defendant FAIRLEY texted defendant HENNEN,

Blakeney, and a straw bettor, "Let's go. First n whole game Mcneese st."

36. On or about February 17,2024, intheNCAA men's basketball game

between Nicholls State and McNeese State, defendant OUMAR KOUREISSI and Diante Smith

underperformed in and influenced the game as they had agreed. Defendant KOUREISSI scored

zero points in the game. McNeese State defeated Nicholls State 74 to 47, covering the spread,

and the fixers won their bets.

37. Shortly after this game, defendant JALEN SMITH traveled to Louisiana to

arrange for the delivery of approximately $32,000 in cash to defendant OUMAR KOUREISSI

and Diante Smith as bribe payments for their roles in fixing the game against McNeese State. ln

ananging for this delivery, defendant SMITH texted with defendant KOUREISSI and Diante
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Smith, advising them that the "bread," or bribe payment, would be delivered by an individual

driving a truck. As part ofthese text exchanges and other communications, defendant

KOUREISSI also said that he would help defendant SMITH recruit other college basketball

players to participate in this scheme.

KEVIN CROSS - Tulane University

38. In or about mid-February 2024, the fixers, including defendants MARVES

FAIRLEY and RODERICK WINKLER, and Antonio Blakeney, recruited for their point-shaving

scheme defendant KEVIN CROSS, a forward on the on the Tulane University Green Wave

Men's Basketball Team ("Tulane"). In FaceTime communications, defendant WINKLER and

Blakeney offered bribe payments to defendant CROSS to underperform in and influence an

upcoming game between Tulane and the East Carolina University Pirates Men's Basketball

Team ("East Carolina"). Defendant WINKLER and Blakeney explained to defendant CROSS

that he needed to ensure that Tulane did not cover the spread in the East Carolina game, and that

if the scheme succeeded, the fixers would pay defendant CROSS approximately $30,000.

Defendant CROSS agreed to participate in the scheme.

39. On or about February 18,2024, Tulane played against East Carolina in an

NCAA men's basketball game at the Minges Coliseum in Greenville, North Carolina. East

Carolina was favored to win the game by approximately 2.5 points at sportsbooks throughout the

United States and elsewhere. Before this game, the fixers, including defendant MARVES

FAIRLEY and others acting at their direction, placed numerous wagers with sportsbooks totaling

at least approximately $140,000 on East Carolina to cover the full-game spread. Defendant

FAIRLEY and others involved in the scheme communicated via text about their wagers on this

game. For example, on or about the date ofthe East Carolina game, defendant FAIRLEY texted
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an associate, "ln the car with the guys . . . Be ready to bet this college game that come on in two

hrs. .Tulane/East Carolina." Later in this text exchange, defendant FAIRLEY agreed that the

game was "one ofthose 1007o" guaranteed games and said, "I got total of220k [$220,000]" in

wagers on the game.

40. On or about February 18,2024, in the NCAA men's basketball game

between Tulane and East Carolina, defendant KEVIN CROSS underperformed in and influenced

the game as he had agreed. Defendant CROSS scored 6 points in the game, well below his

season average. East Carolina defeated Tulane 8l to 67, covering the full-game spread, and the

fixers won their bets.

41. Shortly after this game, the fixers, including defendant RODERICK

WINKLER, arranged to deliver approximately $30,000 in cash to defendant KEVIN CROSS as

his bribe payment for fixing the East Carolina game.

42. In or about early March 2024, the fixers, including defendant RODERICK

WINKLER and Antonio Blakeney, discussed with KEVIN CROSS fixing the upcoming game

on or about March 2, 2024, between Tulane and the Florida Atlantic University Owls Men's

Basketball Team ("Florida Atlantic"). Florida Atlantic was favored to win the game by

approximately l5 points at sportsbooks throughout the United States and elsewhere. The attempt

to fix this game was unsuccessful, and the fixers, including defendant SHANE HENNEN, lost

wagers totaling at least approximately $200,000 that they had placed on Florida Atlantic to cover

the spread. Florida Atlantic won the game by only 6 points, 79 to 73, failing to cover the spread.

Northwestem State University

43. In or about mid-February 2024, the fixers, including defendant JALEN

SMITH and Antonio Blakeney, attempted to recruit for their point-shaving scheme players on
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the Northwestem State University Demons Men's Basketball Team ("Northwestem State"). The

fixers offered Person #l and Person #2, both known to the grand jury, bribe payments to

underperform in and influence an upcoming game against the Texas A&M University-Corpus

Christi Islanders Men's Basketball Team ("Texas A&M-Corpus Christi").

44. On or about February 19,2024, Northwestern State played against Texas

A&M-Corpus Christi at the American Bank Center in Corpus Christi, Texas. Texas A&M-

Corpus Christi was favored to win the game by approximately 10.5 to 15.5 points at sportsbooks

throughout the United States and elsewhere. Before this game, the fixers, including defendants

MARVES FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN, and others acting at their direction, placed wagers

with various sportsbooks totaling at least approximately $231,000 on Texas A&M-Corpus

Christi to cover the full-game spread. To increase the profitability ofthe scheme, these wagers

included "parlays" on this game along with other games that the schemers had fixed by bribing

players. Defendants FAIRLEY and HENNEN, and other scheme participants, communicated via

text about their wagers. For example, on or about the date ofthe Texas A&M-Corpus Christi

game, defendant HENNEN texted defendant FAIRLEY a photograph ofa sportsbook's bet slip

showing a wager of $50,000 on Northwestern State minus 10.5 points on this game.

45. Most of the fixers'bets on this game failed as Texas A&M-Corpus Christi

did not cover the higher spreads, winning the game 72 to 61. Defendants FAIRLEY and

HENNEN, and other scheme participants, communicated via text about this failure, with

delondant FAIRLEY calling their financial losses, "Unbelievable."

BRADLEY EZEWIRO - St. Louis University

46. In or about mid to late February 2024, the fixers, including defendant

JALEN SMITH and Antonio Blakeney, recruited players on the St. Louis University Billikens
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Men's Basketball Team ("St. Louis") to participate in the game-fixing scheme. Those players

included defendant BRADLEY EZEWIRO, a center, and Person #3, known to the grandjury. In

FaceTime communications with defendant SMITH and Blakeney, defendant EZEWIRO and

Person #3 agreed, in exchange for bribe payments, to underperform in and influence an

upcoming St. Louis game against the Duquesne Dukes Men's Basketball Team ("Duquesne"). In

particular, defendant EZEWIRO and Person #3 agreed to help ensure that St. Louis failed to

cover the first-half spread in that game.

47. On or about February 20,2024, St. Louis played against Duquesne in an

NCAA men's basketball game at the UPMC Cooper Fieldhouse in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Duquesne was favored over St. Louis by approximately 5 points in the first halfat sportsbooks

throughout the United States and elsewhere. Before this game, the fixers, including defendants

MARVIS FAIRLEY and RODERICK WINKLER, and others acting at their direction, placed

wagers with various sportsbooks totaling at least approximately $242,000 on Duquesne to cover

the first-half spread. ln the process of fixing this game and placing these wagers, defendant

FAIRLEY and other fixers communicated via text about the game and their wagers. For

example, on or about the date ofthe Duquesne game, defendant FAIRLEY texted a straw bettor,

"Duquesne I st half bet it."

48. On or about February 20,2024, in the NCAA men's basketball game

between St. Louis and Duquesne, defendant BRADLEY EZEWIRO and Person #3 helped ensure

that St. Louis failed to cover the spread in the first half as Duquesne outscored St. Louis 4l to 27,

and the fixers won their bets. Without the St. Louis players intentionally underperforming in the

second halfofthe game, St. Louis played substantially better, outscoring Duquesne 40 to 39.

Duquesne won the game 80 to 67.
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49. After this game, defendant BRADLEY EZEWIRO attempted to recruit

several additional players on other NCAA men's basketball teams to participate in the scheme.

In text message communications with defendant JALEN SMITH, defendant EZEWIRO

identified players that he was recruiting, including defendant DA'SEAN NELSON, a player on

the DePaul University Blue Demons Men's Basketball Team ("DePaul"). Specifically, on or

about February 24,2024, defendant EZEWIRO sent defendant SMITH a screen shot ofan

intemet page with a photograph ofdefendant NELSON and his basketball statistics from DePaul.

Defendant EZEWIRO texted, "Worst team in the big east," and "he ready to tap in [to the point-

shaving schemel m [right now]." Defendant SMITH responded, "Already got him." As

described below, as part of this scheme, defendant NELSON helped fix multiple NCAA men's

basketbalI games.

50. As part ofthis text exchange with defendant JALEN SMITH, defendant

BRADLEY EZEWIRO also identified players on several other NCAA men's basketball teams

whom he was attempting to recruit into the point-shaving scheme. Defendant SMITH expressed

interest in recruiting players on those teams to join the scheme, and in connection with one of

those players, defendant SMITH sent to defendant EZEWIRO a photograph of stacks ofcash.

acknowledging the large amount of money NCAA players could make by point shaving, with the

message, "send that to him if he bite he bite if he don't so be it lol."

5 l. Over the next few weeks, defendants JALEN SMITH and BRADLEY

EZEWIRO communicated via text about the players whom defendant EZEWIRO was recruiting

and the games that defendants SMITH and EZEWIRO were attempting to fix as part of the

point-shaving scheme. On March 2,2024, defendant SMITH texted defendant EZEWIRO that

they needed to "clean up how we text" and agreed to speak further about the scheme on a
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"burner" telephone, in an attempt to conceal from authorities the poinrshaving scheme. On or

about March 13,2024, defendants SMITH and EZEWIRO discussed communicating on a secret

social media account.

La Salle University

52. In or around mid-February, the fixers, including defendant JALEN

SMITH and Antonio Blakeney, attempted to recruit for their point-shaving scheme players on

the La Salle University Explorers Men's Basketball Team ("La Salle"). The flxers otl'ered the La

Salle players bribe payments to underperform in and influence the first halfofan upcoming

game against the St. Bonaventure University Bonnies Men's Basketball Team ("St.

Bonaventure").

53. On or about February 21,2024, La Salle played against St. Bonaventure in

an NCAA men's basketball game at the Tom Gola Arena in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. St.

Bonaventure was favored by approximately 5.5 points in the first halfat sportsbooks throughout

the United States and elsewhere. Before the NCAA men's basketball game between La Salle and

St. Bonaventure, on or about February 21,2024, the fixers, including defendants MARVES

FAIRLEY and SHANE HENNEN, and others acting at their direction, placed wagers with

various sportsbooks totaling at least approximately $247,000 on St. Bonaventure to cover the

first-half spread, including a $30,000 wager with FanDuel Sportsbook at Live! Casino in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Those bets all failed as La Salle covered the spread, outscoring St.

Bonaventure in the first half 36 to 28.

Eliiah Gray - Fordham Universitv

54. In or about late February 2024, defendant JALEN SMITH contacted

through social media Elijah Gray, charged elsewhere, a forward on the Fordham University
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