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AT A GLANCE


 SUSPICIOUS MATCHES� DETECTED 

1,116


PEOPLE EDUCATED

34,000+


TOTAL SANCTIONS REACHED

1,000+


GLOBAL INTEGRITY �PARTNERS
330+


UFDS AI & SIE PLATFORM
INNOVATION

FOREWORD

As we reflect on 2025, Sportradar reinforced its 
determination to stay ahead of those seeking to 
compromise the integrity of sport. Building on 
recent progress, we continued to push forward 
with the technical innovation of our Integrity 
Services. The enhancement of the AI-powered 
Universal Fraud Detection System (UFDS AI) 
marked a major step in our mission to protect 
global sport. By combining the proven reliability 
of our existing system with advanced machine 
learning, UFDS AI enables us to identify emerging 
threats with unprecedented speed and precision. 
This advancement embodies our ongoing 
commitment to innovation and strengthens our 
position as a trusted leader in sports integrity.

While technology remains a cornerstone of 
progress, 2025 also demonstrated the enduring 
importance of our people. Supported by UFDS AI 
and intelligence operations, our integrity experts 
and investigative team contributed to 125 sporting 
sanctions across seven sports and all six major 
continents, taking us beyond 1,000 all-time 
Sportradar-supported sanctions. This milestone 
reflects both the strength of our partnerships and 
the deterrent effect of consistent, data-driven 
enforcement.

Our integrity network now comprises more than 
330 partners worldwide, enabling greater 
information sharing, faster coordination, and a 
more unified approach to protecting sport. As a 
result, in 2025, we recorded a 1% decrease in 
detected suspicious matches, with 1,116  cases 
across 12 sports in 94 countries. Europe, historically 
the most affected region, saw further decline, 
even as new patterns emerged elsewhere — 
evidence of an evolving global landscape of 
match-fixing.
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Prevention remained central to our efforts. 
Engagement with our Integrity Education 
initiatives grew significantly in 2025, reaching 
over 34,000 participants—a 25% increase on the 
previous year.  A highlight was our continued 
collaboration with the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC), co-designing and delivering a flagship 
Integrity Education Programme to empower a 
new generation of integrity leaders across Asia. 
We also surpassed 150,000 participants engaged 
through our global programmes, spanning 111 
countries and 35 sports — a landmark in over a 
decade of prevention efforts. 

The launch of the Sportradar Integrity Exchange 
(SIE) platform in January 2025 — a dedicated 
intelligence-sharing system enabling operators to 
exchange information on suspected match-fixing 
in real time — further strengthened our global 
integrity network. The platform delivers real-time 
alerts on suspicious matches, improving the speed 
and quality of intelligence sharing and increasing 
match-level interactions. This led to a 36% rise in 
confirmed suspicious activity, highlighting its 
growing effectiveness and value to operators, in 
addition to the invaluable contributions to 
investigations. At the same time, our role as a 
regulator-approved integrity monitor expanded 
across the USA and Brazil, with over 50 licensed 
operators now relying on Sportradar to meet 
regulatory integrity obligations and engage with 
regulators and governing bodies.

Throughout the year, we provided integrity 
support at major sporting events, including the 
UEFA Women’s EURO and the expanded FIFA Club 
World Cup. These high-profile collaborations 
showcased our advanced monitoring and 
intelligence capabilities. Looking ahead to 2026 
— with the FIFA World Cup in North America, the 
Winter Olympics in Italy, and the AFC Women's 
Asian Cup in Australia among the key events — we 
are ready to meet new challenges alongside our 
partners and uphold the highest standards of 
sporting integrity.

As we look to the future, we remain steadfast in our 
mission to safeguard sport through innovation, 
collaboration, and vigilance. The progress made in 
2025 is a testament to what can be achieved when 
technology, expertise, and shared purpose come 
together — ensuring that sport remains fair, 
transparent, and inspiring for all.

ANDREAS KRANNICH

Executive Vice President
Integrity Services
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Figures in this report are indicative, as Sportradar does not monitor every sport or competition in the same way. 
The data offer a strong indication of global match-fixing activity, though not a complete picture. All statistics are 
based on Sportradar’s proprietary data unless otherwise stated. 

1.	 In 2025, Sportradar detected 1,116 suspicious 
matches across 12 sports in 94 countries —  
a 1% decrease from 2024 (1,128 across 95 
countries). The overall match-fixing rate 
improved to one in 709 matches, compared  
to one in 608 the previous year, meaning more 
than 99.5% of monitored events were free 
from suspicion.

2.	 Soccer remained the most affected sport  
with 618 suspicious matches, followed by 
basketball (233), tennis (78), table tennis (65), 
and cricket (59). These figures highlight how 
match-fixing threats are evolving across 
multiple sports.

3.	 Europe continued to record the highest 
number of suspicious matches (385), though 
the region again saw a tangible decline, with 
66 fewer cases than in 2024. South America 
also recorded a notable reduction, down 64 
matches year-on-year. Asia (351) saw a modest 
increase, narrowing the gap with Europe, while 
Africa and North & Central America also 
registered moderate rises. Taken together, 
these developments point to a gradual 
diversification of match-fixing activity beyond 
traditional European strongholds.

4.	 The progression of UFDS AI marked the next 
stage in the evolution of bet monitoring. By 

combining the proven foundations of UFDS 
with advanced machine learning, the 
enhanced system processes vast volumes of 
betting data in real time, detecting irregular 
patterns that may be missed by conventional 
methods. Despite the overall decline in 
suspicious activity, AI-identified matches rose 
from 436 to 682, underscoring its enhanced 
precision and critical role in detecting new 
fixing methods.

5.	 Our commitment to prevention through 
education expanded significantly, engaging 
34,000+ participants in 2025 — a 25% rise on 
the previous year. Highlights included a 
flagship Integrity Education Programme with 
the AFC, designed to develop integrity 
educators across Asia, alongside continued 
collaboration with CONMEBOL, UEFA, and 
other partners to build capacities and 
resilience against match-fixing.

6.	 Over the year, Sportradar supported 125 
sanctions across seven sports worldwide, up 
from 104 in 2024. This milestone year also saw 
us surpass 1,000 all-time Sportradar-
supported sanctions. The continued rise in 
enforcement — particularly in Europe (90 
sanctions) — reflects the growing 
effectiveness and deterrent impact of 
coordinated integrity action.

682 12512 941,116 34,000+
+56% YOY +20% YOY
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DETECTION

Regional Overview 

Match-fixing patterns continued to evolve in 2025, 
reflecting both progress and new challenges. 
1,116 suspicious matches were detected across  
12 sports in 94 countries — a modest 1% decrease 
from 2024.

While this reduction signals continued progress, it 
also highlights a shifting dynamic, as match-fixers 
adapt their operations and explore new 
opportunities beyond traditional areas of activity.

A clear difference remained between men's and 
women's competitions, with 1,081 suspicious 
matches detected in men’s sport and 35 in 
women’s — 16 fewer than in 2024. While this 
downward trend is encouraging, particularly given 
the growth of women’s sport and corresponding 
betting activity, it reinforces the importance of 
sustaining proactive integrity measures.

Europe — long the epicentre of match-fixing — 
recorded a second consecutive annual decline, 
with 66 fewer suspicious matches than in 2024. This 
reduction suggests that the robust sanctioning 
measures and strengthened integrity frameworks 
in place across Europe — supported by international 
cooperation through increased adoption of the 
Council of Europe’s Macolin Convention and its 
Group of Copenhagen network — are helping to 
deter match-fixing. South America also showed a 
notable decline, down 64 matches. 

However, activity continued to spread elsewhere. 
Africa (+43), North & Central America (+41), and 
Asia (+36) all saw moderate increases. These shifts 
indicate that criminal networks are diversifying, 
testing new markets as established regions 
strengthen their integrity infrastructure.

Global Trends

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

SOUTH AMERICA

AFRICA

ASIA

EUROPE

385

351

113

84

183
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Soccer remained the most affected sport, though its share of suspicious matches fell from 65% in 2024 
to 55% in 2025. There were 618 in total, a decline of 112 year-on-year. This change suggests a gradual 
shifting of match-fixing activity across other sports.

Sports Breakdown 
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Suspicious basketball matches (2022 – 2025)

220 205 187 233

2022 20242023 2025

Basketball ranked second, with 233 suspicious matches, reversing a two-year downward trend. Tennis, 
table tennis1, and cricket also recorded increases, together accounting for a growing share of total 
suspicious activity.

When soccer is excluded, 498 suspicious matches were identified across 11 sports: a 25% rise. This 
broadening of activity highlights how match-fixing continues to expand across a wider range of 
competitions and disciplines.

1Two of the suspicious table tennis matches detected in 2025 related to ITTF/WTT events.
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Frequency and Risk

Frequency of match manipulation per sport monitored by Sportradar

Soccer Esports3Tennis Table Tennis All Sport

0.14%

709

The frequency of suspicious matches remained 
low at a global level. The suspected match-fixing 
rate across all sports decreased marginally—from 
one in every 608 matches in 2024 to one in every 
709— and over 99.5% of global sporting events 
remained free from suspicion2. 

•	 Soccer showed the highest relative frequency 
— one in every 326 games flagged.

•	 Basketball followed slightly behind at one in 
every 344 matches, reflecting its scale and 
ongoing exposure.

•	 Tennis, esports, and table tennis recorded 
frequencies of one in 653, one in 2,997, and 
one in 3,700 respectively.

While most competitions remain clean, global 
match-fixing is becoming less centralised but 
more complex. Improved enforcement and 
education are reducing incidents in established 
markets, while new patterns are exposed in 

emerging ones. Maintaining this momentum will 
require coordinated international vigilance and 
innovation across all stakeholders and sports.

0.31%

326

0.15%

653

0.03%

2,997

0.03%

3,700

% of Suspicious Matches Rate of Suspicious Matches

  2Based on official UFDS AI monitoring for partners and additional unofficial monitoring
  3Traditional esports titles including Counter-Strike and Dota 2, but excluding sports titles covering esoccer and ebasketball

9

Basketball

0.29%

344
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Evolving Risks Amid Overall Decline

Soccer remained the sport most affected by 
match-fixing in 2025, but continued its second 
consecutive annual decline.

A total of 618 suspicious matches were detected — 
112 fewer than in 2024 — representing 55% of all 
suspicious cases, down from 65% the previous year.

This reduction signals progress in enforcement 
and education, though the scale of match-fixing 
in global soccer remains prevalent.

Regional Breakdown

Europe, once the primary hotspot, saw a stark 
improvement — a 28% fall in suspicious 
matches, now accounting for just 29% of all 
soccer-related cases.

Asia (–12%) and South America (–37%) also saw 
fewer suspicious matches, whereas Africa (+92%) 
and North & Central America (+42%) experienced 
increases in suspicious matches.

These patterns point to fixers targeting emerging 
soccer markets, where prevention efforts and 
governance structures may be less mature.

SOCCER

28%
42% 12%

37%

92%
ASIA
2025 : 163
2024 : 186

EUROPE 
2025 : 181
2024 : 253

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA 
2025 : 44
2024 : 31

AFRICA
2025 : 98
2024 : 51

SOUTH AMERICA
2025 : 132
2024 : 209

▲

▲

▼

▼

▼


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 Suspicious Matches
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Betting Patterns

Live betting continued to dominate, featuring in 
77% of suspicious matches (down from 82% in 
2024). Within these cases, 71% of suspect activity 
occurred in the first half, including 58% within  
the opening 30 minutes — indicating a persistent 
tendency among fixers to intervene early in matches.

Market manipulation remained diverse:

•	 Combined result scenarios accounted for 41% 
of suspicious cases.

•	 Overs (total goals) represented 26%.

•	 Final result manipulation and complex 
schemes such as correct score fixes each 
represented 10% of cases.

•	 Minimum-margin outcomes followed at 9%, 
while ‘other’ manipulation types (such as 
spot-fixing) represented 4%. 

•	 These figures reflect contrasting approaches 
— from basic outcome influence to 
increasingly granular in-match manipulation.

Competition Levels

The top two tiers of domestic leagues remained 
the most affected, representing 57% of all 
suspicious soccer matches. Despite progress, 
these high-profile competitions continue to 
attract match-fixing attempts due to visibility, 
liquidity, and betting volume. In domestic youth 
competitions, the number of suspicious matches 
declined by 23% year-on-year, consistent with  
a continued reduction in identified risk.

Suspicious domestic matches by level of competition

Combined Result

Overs Only

Complex Match-Fixing

Final Result

To Lose by a Minimum Margin

41%

26%

10%

10%

9%

11

Other

4%
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Increase After Two-Year Decline

Basketball remained the second most affected 
sport for the seventh consecutive year, recording 
233 suspicious matches — up from 187 in 2024, 
and the first year-on-year increase since 2022. 
This rebound suggests that while enforcement in 
key leagues is effective, new vulnerabilities are 
emerging across regions and competition levels.

Regional Breakdown

Asia continued to be the most affected region, 
accounting for 52% of all suspicious matches (up 
from 50% in 2024). Europe declined again to 23%, 
while South America rose to 18%, confirming a 
three-year upward trend in the region.

Despite the regional increases, the overall 
geographical reach narrowed, with suspicious 
activity concentrated in 32 countries — fewer than 
in previous years — suggesting that while match-
fixing became more intense in some markets, its 
spread across new territories declined.

BASKETBALL 

17%
233% 28%

50%

105%
ASIA
2025 : 120
2024 : 94

EUROPE 
2025 : 53
2024 : 64

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA 
2025 : 10
2024 : 3

AFRICA
2025 : 9
2024 : 6

SOUTH AMERICA
2025 : 41
2024 : 20

▲

▲

▲

▲

▼

 Suspicious Matches
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	▶

Betting Markets

Manipulation methods remained consistent:

•	 The Totals market (points over/under) 
featured in 49% of cases.

•	 The Spread market (margin of victory)  
accounted for 35% of all suspicious basketball 
cases. Within this subset, “lose by a minimum 
margin” scenarios made up 64%, while “point-
shaving” represented the remaining 36%.

Competition Levels

Suspicious activity remained most prevalent  
in top domestic leagues, followed by semi-
professional competitions, where integrity 
education and enforcement resources are 
typically weaker.

However, a notable development in 2025 was a 
sharp increase in suspicious matches across 
international club competitions (+24), representing 
a shift from previous years where activity was 
largely concentrated in domestic leagues.

These findings indicate that while match-fixing in 
basketball may be less geographically dispersed, 
it is now deeply embedded across multiple 
competition levels.

Totals

Spread

Match Winner 

Quarter/Half

Combined

49%

35%

1%

6%

9%

13Suspicious domestic matches by level of competition
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Cricket experienced a surge in suspicious activity in 2025, reaching its highest level in a single year.

A total of 59 suspicious matches were detected — more than triple any previous year — driven by both 
the growth of short-format competitions and the enhanced detection power of UFDS AI.

CRICKET

59

16

13

13

9

Suspicious cricket matches (2021–2025)

Sharp Increase Signals Expanding Risk

14

2024

2023

2022

2021

2025
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Regional Breakdown

Asia remained the primary region, accounting for 
69% of suspicious matches across six countries. 
North & Central America represented 17% of 
cases — the first time multiple suspicious matches 
were detected in that region, while Europe 
contributed 12%.

Betting Markets

Spot-fixing — rather than manipulating match 
outcomes — dominates cricket manipulation 
methods, accounting for 91% of cases. Players 
were suspected to influence specific events 
— such as a minimum number of runs in an over or 
a batter dismissal within a defined run target 
— with this type of match-fixing often suspected 
of involving only one or two participants.

Attempts to fix overall results accounted for just 
7% of suspicious matches, underscoring the 
particular structure of cricket-related fixing.

Competition Levels

Unlike soccer or basketball, cricket does not have a 
globally standardised tier structure, but the rapid 
rise of lower-tier and short-format competitions 
has created new vulnerabilities.  Most incidents 
(66%) were detected in smaller-scale competitions, 
with the remaining 34% occurring in more widely 
recognised tournaments.

2025

2025

2025

2025

EUROPE

ASIA

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

OTHER REGIONS

2024

2024

2024

2024

7

41

10

1

1

13

1

1
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2025 saw a milestone reached following years  
of innovation and dedication to protecting the 
integrity of sport worldwide. Thanks to significant 
advances and investment in Sportradar's Universal 
Fraud Detection System, we saw the next evolution 
of our bet monitoring technology: UFDS AI.

UFDS AI combines machine learning with expert 
analysis to detect suspicious activity in real time, 
allowing us to stay ahead of evolving match- 
fixing threats.

How it works 

UFDS AI is built on our proven Universal Fraud 
Detection System (UFDS) and uses advanced 
artificial intelligence to monitor vast volumes of 
betting data, identify patterns of interest, including 
those invisible to conventional systems, and flag 
them for investigation. 

The system can process thousands of wagers  
per second, monitor odds changes across over 
600 bookmakers and track account-level data 
from hundreds of operators globally. 

Despite the power of AI, human analysts remain 
central: they review every alert and apply 
contextual judgment before any action is taken.

  

2025 performance snapshot

From 2024 to 2025, the number of suspicious 
matches identified utilising AI increased from  
436 to 682 — reflecting the system’s enhanced 
precision and its crucial role in uncovering 
suspicious activity.

UFDS AI extends our ability to detect emerging 

threats across a wide range of sports, regions and 
betting markets, reinforcing our deterrent 
capability and elevating partner confidence.

UFDS AI in action

A recent case involved suspicious bets targeting a 
corner kick–related market in a soccer match. 
Main match odds remained stable, yet UFDS AI 
identified coordinated betting across multiple 
accounts, with higher than normal stakes 
targeting this specific niche market. The pattern 
was subtle: accounts that rarely bet on corners 
suddenly placed similar staking amounts, timing 
their bets within narrow windows. Human 
analysts alone may have missed this completely 
in the noise of daily market activity, but with the 
AI's precise flagging, experts were able to 
investigate and confirm the suspicious betting.

Why it matters

As match-fixers shift into smaller markets, niche 
bets and diverse geographies, monitoring 
systems must evolve accordingly. UFDS AI gives us 
the agility to detect subtle, distributed threats 
— and to act early. It also supports global 
frameworks and best practices, for example 
through our work with the AI & Sports 
Manipulation Working Group established under 
the Council of Europe. This pioneering initiative 
brings together public and private sector experts 
— including representatives from UEFA, Europol, 
and national integrity platforms — to explore how 
AI can be responsibly applied to detect, 
investigate, and prevent match-fixing.

The group will develop training, research, and 
policy recommendations to help countries integrate 
AI into their national sport integrity strategies and 
address legal or regulatory barriers to innovation.

UFDS AI: THE NEW FRONTIER  
IN SPORTS INTEGRITY 

   
AI engine Review Alert ActionData
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AFC Integrity Education Programme
 

This year, Sportradar deepened its long-standing 
partnership with the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) through the AFC Integrity Education 
Programme — a flagship 'train-the-trainer' 
initiative designed to build lasting integrity 
capacity across the region.

The programme combined eight online workshops 
with an in-person practical phase at AFC House in 
Kuala Lumpur. These sessions, delivered by 
Sportradar integrity experts, provided 
participants — including integrity officers, 
referees, and educators — with both theoretical 
understanding and hands-on teaching skills.

Online training explored the full spectrum of 
modern integrity challenges, including: 

•	 Match-fixing and betting corruption

•	 Misuse of inside information

•	 Digital and social-media integrity risks

•	 Prevention and consequences frameworks

The in-person phase focused on education 
delivery and engagement, helping participants 
design and prepare, through peer review and 
practical assessment, to deliver their own 
integrity sessions. The event concluded with 
participants completing the full programme and 
having gained the practical experience needed to 
support future integrity education within their 
national federations.

By combining academic depth with practical 
training, the AFC Integrity Education Programme 
established a sustainable network of certified 
educators who can now deliver integrity training 
across Asian soccer for years to come.

PREVENTION

AFC Integrity Education Programme on-site event at AFC House in Kuala Lumpur

17

Education remained central to Sportradar’s prevention mission in 2025, empowering 
athletes and officials to recognise, resist and report match-fixing threats.
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“

“

The AFC Integrity Education 
Programme reflects our shared 
commitment with Sportradar to 

strengthen integrity across Asian 
football. By empowering our 

member associations to deliver 
education locally, we are building 
lasting capability and a culture of 
fair play that reaches every level 

of the game.

ANDREW MERCER
General Counsel and Director  

of Legal Affairs, AFC

All photos are © AFC. Used with permission.
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Brazil: The Integrity Partner Project

In 2025, Sportradar launched the Integrity Partner 
Project in Brazil, together with seven leading 
betting operators — Alfabet, Ana Gaming, 
BETesporte, Esportes da Sorte, EstrelaBet, Stake, 
and Superbet.

The initiative delivered over 30 educational 
workshops for athletes and technical staff across 
men’s, women’s, and under-20 soccer teams, raising 
awareness of match-fixing risks and promoting 
responsible conduct.

To expand access, Sportradar developed two 
digital education platforms with southern state 
soccer federations and the Brazilian Volleyball 
Confederation, reaching 7,000+ athletes and 
professionals. In parallel, specialised training was 
delivered for the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 
Sport, and over 50 police officers from all 27 
states, strengthening national integrity and 
enforcement capability.

Global Education Impact

Beyond Asia and South America, Sportradar 
collaborated with a broad network of global sports 
bodies — including UEFA, Euroleague Basketball, 
Riot Games, and many others — delivering 
education programmes tailored to the unique 
integrity risks of each sport.

Through a mix of in-person sessions, virtual 
training, and elearning, Sportradar’s education 
programmes remained accessible to participants 
at every level of sport.

Overall engagement increased by 25% in 2025, 
reaching  34,000+ participants worldwide — 
contributing to more than 150,000 trained across 
111 countries and 35 sports since inception. 

These initiatives are creating a global community 
of integrity advocates who understand the risks 
— and their responsibility — to keep sport fair.
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